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Just Because Hitting. Minn.. Happened
to Be Located Over a Rich Deposit of
Iron Ore It Has Got to Move Elsewhere,
and Now Everything Is .oin^, Evdn to

Brick Building and; Streets
By George M. fisher

vJ,A»TER the war the question arose. "What
shall we do with lite tank's ?" The big
flfchting machines. land ships on wbaain

had done their bit and now that the lighting was

.ver there really didn't seem to be any practfefti

.ae to which such things as tanlra conld be pat. *\
\ «But since then the tanks have demonstrated
that they can b« useful in more waye than one.

They have b«?en used as hill climbers, passen¬
ger vehicles, "seeing-the-battletields" omnibuses,
tractors and agricultural engines. And now an¬

other new use has been found for them. They
are going to be harnessed to a whole town and
the town is going to be hauled te a new site one

mite away. The hauling ts being done in sec¬

tions, it is true, but by the time the tank*
through with the job they will have moved every,

thing from business blocks to street pavement*,
and even the telephone poles.

ft is Hibbing. the world's richest town, that is

being moved. Located in the heart of the iron-

era district of Northern Minnesota, it must maks
way for extensive mining operations by the
United States Steel Corporation.

For twenty years it has been common knowl¬

edge to the townspeople that the ore body in the
east, west and north s;des of the original town

aite of Hibbing, extended under the principal busi¬
ness section. This ore, the big mining interests
wanted and wanted badly. r

t k

Getting Off the Earth

For the last ten years the most densely popu¬
lated district of Hibbing has been surrounded by
open pits, making it impossible for the town to

expand. The northerly extremity extends out

thumb-like and somewhat like a plateau, some of
its buildings being perched on the edge of the
wide gorge, hewn deep into the earth. Since the
eriginal townsite was laid out, the mines have
steadily encroached on it, the Sellers from tiu
north and east and the Rust mine from the west.

The Oliver Company, subsidiary of the United
States Steel Corporation, had already acquired
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ntdf - AWay th^. Central A<Wit.»n.' e#ned b

t!ije mintnp ,o»ftjpanjf. apd horf is'to <* *he JNe-

V*'
The, first b nldinc a p*r« maveil from th-

original towwite to&e n«*W addition if'. Septen
ber.U»i| - 'tyi fran»* buildings 'n *©.<(, "conditio
havi 'beiD tpiiiftrinwl' and brisk build ng» are *

b« moved next, Strwtur«» thai are'm poor con

dition are heiftg torh'dtfwrt, About eighty dwfcll
mg»- twehti -frame> btfildin .* >»«<t eight brie
business Mocks w/11 ft* "on tl\e. nnjve' shortly. *

The City HaH, tfjtf'flinest and largest build n*
to be moved, and worth 4hve $100,000, prevent >

lome difficulties to the h-. se-movitig firms a

work there., in order to transfer it. ir Will 6*
necessary to set back telephone pouts on one 0/
the main streets and remove temporarily th-
fence and the part of the grand' stand of the
town's baseball park. The coat of moving thi>
boiling wifl be $80,000

When the village authorities abandon the
LI I ! 1 L
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Composite Photograph Showing How How.

Stores and Other Buildings of Hibbing Ars

Being Hauled to a New Town Sits.

This Is How the New Town of Hlbbinir Looked After the First Few Houscr Had
Been Hauled There from the Old Town.

the right to the minerals under part of the town

by lease in 1899, and two year* ago began to buy
.nrface rights It paid 12.600,000 for thorn and
today owns the majority of lots and buildings in

an area of more than eight city blocks.
After these purchases were made it became

.acesaary to acquire a new location for that por¬
tion ol the town that bad to bo transplanted. Oat

40,000 yard* of wood paving block laid
Mvm y#an ago will be rtmoved and laid down
in the streets of the n«w location. Lamp poata,
electric light polaa, light wires, hydrants, man¬

hole I'inga, eorera, Arc alarm boxea and trcei on

tha twuUvard* will al| go from tha "Old Ribbing"
to tha New
Dm movihg of tfa« beddings haa been done by

Handsome Business Houses at Hibbing,
Built of Brick and Concrete. Theaa
Buildings Are to Be Moved Bodily

to the New Town Site.

.team log haulers and tanks of the caterpillar
type. This seems to be most satisfactory. al»

though carafes and small buildings have been

moved with tractors.
The Central Addition, where all of theee

buildings have been moved, is growing vary rap¬

idly. Since last September sixty-two bnildinga.
Swellings and three store buildings have been

moved on to the site and twenty-four new build¬

ings have been built. The new village power

plant, including the municipal heating system, is

nearly completed at an estimated cost of

(1,000,000

Steam Shovels and Law Suita
I

In order to allow the new addition to connect

op with other residential sectors, a track filled

along the east edge of the addition with thou¬

sands of tons of earth, has to be removed and

huge steam shovels, the largest in the world, are

cutting gaps into the earth banks. Within an¬

other yesr, the mining company officials say,

there will be little left of what was the original
business section of Hibbing.

Recently fifteen persons residing in the south¬

ern end of the business and residential district,
the Pillsbury and Southern additions, and in the
townmte of Stunts, just outside of the village,
began an action tfftinit tha OltVtf Company, the

The Old Town o' Hibbing Stands Today Surrounded by Huge Chasms and Ore Pii.<
and Has Been Actually Forced to Find New Quarters Where it

Would Be Secure from Mining Operations.
town of Hibbinir. and the Mesaba Electric Rail¬

way Company, to enjoin the town from disposing
of its property In the original townsite. enjoining
the vacation of streets, enjoining the railway
company from removing its tracks, and enjoining
the Oliver Company from doing certain things
which would permit the mining of the northerly
forty acres.

They suggested that the Oliver Company pur¬
chase their property, but it has no interest in the
ore underlying the Pillsbury or Southern addi¬
tions. The application for a temporary injunc¬
tion was argued Nov. 28 and 29, and was taken

under advisement
For many years the Great Northern Railroad

Company's tracks entering Hibbing have skirted

the southerly edge of the Hull-Rust mine for a

distance of about a mile and a half. The Great

Northern held this right of way. subject to min¬

eral reservation*. The Oliver Company indicated
to the company that the location of the track*

was delaying mining operations in the Hull-Rust
mine and preventing its extension to the south.

Accordingly, the Great Northern made an appli¬
cation to the Minnesota Railroad and Warehouse
Commission for leave to abandon the tracks of
the Duluth, Mesaba & Northern Railroad Com¬
pany, at the southerly edge of the Southern Addi¬
tion, and nearer the Central Addition. This ap¬

plication was granted and the railroad company
started to tear up the tracks. The Oliver Com¬

pany s stripping shovels followed quickly along
and tore up the roadbed. The plaintiffs in the
original injunction suit rushed back into court

to stop this work, and the case is still hang¬
ing fire.

Moving Day Compensations
\ Moving day for Hibbing was not without its

reward, however. Among buildings erected by
the United States Steel Corporation in the new

Hibbing is a $350,000 hospital and a $350,000
hotel. The old Hibbing, a typical mining town
of many modern buildings, is to fte replaced by a

modern city with modern brick buildings, wi ler
streets and more up-to-date conveniences.

The Reindeer Queen o f A1aska
WHEN in 1893 the United States govern¬

ment decided to import reindeer from

Siberia to Alaska and had sent Lieut

Bertholf, in the revenue cutter Bear, to nego¬
tiate the purchase, Mary Antisarlok, half Rus-

sian, half Eskimo, was a round-faced bright-eyed,
.leek haired young woman; pretty and a new¬

ly married bride. He needed an interpreter,
speaking both Russian and Eakimo, and Mary
was engaged.

She was glad of the opportunity, bat un¬

willing to leave her husband; so he was engaged,
too, as a sort of odd job man aboard; but Mary
war the recognised head of the Antisarlok Arm.

She made herself intelligently and successfully
useful among the natives with whom it was

necessary to deal, and on returning to Alasks
¦he was well paid with a goodly number of

reindeer. >

These animals, according to the Sunset Ma«-
atine, were the origin 6t a herd that flourished
and increased amacingly, and became, indeed,
several herds. Mary is now raising deer enough
to supply thousands of consumers, and reinHeet
meat ia tender, palatable and delicious, so much
so that, but for the difficulties of transportation,
it would probably become a staple food through-
oat the country. Mary is a rich woman, but
ahe Uvea simply in a cluster of cabins, perched
upon a rocky promontory thrusting seaward,
fringed with ever beating surf.

It is known that, although open-handed and

free, Mary ia a shrewd bargainer and possesses
remarkable commercial aagaeity. Pew traders,
if any, have been able to get the advantage of
her fa fc business deal.
. » >

Toward the hungry, the helpless, and little
children her tenderness is unfailing and her
bounty lavish. §he has no children of her own.
but she has adopted a numerous family.not a

pretty baby or two carefully selected for health
and charm and promise, but such forlorn, aban¬
doned, and neglected waifs and strays as came
under her notice in a remote and lawless zone.
There are all races and colors, declares her biog¬
rapher, Nona Marquis Snyder, but Mary is merci¬
fully color blind!

One deed of generosity, dating back to the
earlier years of her prosperity, will never be
forgotten in Alaska. In 1898, only five years
after the founding of her herd of reindeer, word
came that more than 400 whalers had been
caught in the ice packs of Point Barrow and
were slowly freezing and starving. They were
600 miles away from Mary Antisarlok's snow-
covered cabin; they were many more miles dis¬
tant.and miles of the northern wilderness, icy,
rocky, storm-swept, and terrible.from sou revs
of civilized supply. Quite simply and as a mat¬
ter of course, Mary, reserving only a few head
for domestic necessity, started her whole herd
of reindeer northward to the rescue. 8he re¬
ceived no personal appeal, asked no adviea,
awaited no instructions, made neither bargain
nor effort to protect her interests. She saw her
chance for first aid, and gave it, instantly and
whole-heartedly.

Later the government replaced the sacrificed
deer with interest and gave her the thanks she
deserved. But since that day it '. 'or mor-> than
her business ability that the reindeer queen is
respected throughout Alaska.


